
January 27, ’19~)8         . _ ~ .

Mr. ~ick Wo~dard
UalF~d Water QualiW Program
1416 9th $~eet, Room 1~

Re:    CnlFeB Param~’ter Assessment "!’ean~ llatlu8 pro~s~

Dear Mr. Woodard:

~The California Rice Indus~ Association apprcdates your cfh)ds in ~-~)nlinuing
~;,, ’~/a/~."~ ez ~.’ include us in the ~mgoing wa~r q~i~ dL~cussions related to thu C~IFcd

We hope you will ~tnd our ~~ u~ful in :n~t~g the ultin~k~ gt)al~ o~ the
progra~

The CalFed Water Qualib’ Te~¢~ Gro~xp and iLs ~t~b-group ~#
: advlst~rs, the Faram~’tcr Assessment Team {PAT), have devotud ranch time
, recently,to discussh~Z the process of listing water tlunh~’ "param~,ter~ ,f

c~n~rn. Ov~r.~he pK~t year, we hav{:-sugg~t~ tlu~t grit care be used tt~ ensure
tha~ CalFed listings of water b~dies and constants of ctmcern do n~l
~yond the federal Clean Wat~ AcVs Sectkm B03{d) li;t, nor b~,ytmd tht~se

.~~

outlined ~ ~c C~al Va!l~y Rezlonal Wa~r ~iW Cunt~l Buard*s
P[a~. We also have advocated ~at ap~ccss be included to ens~:~ u th~tt a~,thc ,

Basin,Plan and 303(d) lis~n~ ~ ~pdated, ~’orresponding CnIFed d~cumt nts bc
r~iscd to re~in c~iatent. In ~h~r wurds, any ~cd raporilng u[
¢ontaminan~ or num~tc ~ar$~ should show a direct link ~o ~e
~agcncy ~hat created that ~for~on, and a direct link tts the site in qu,tslk~n.
There should not be a separate lts~ of "CalFcd numbers."

Supporting this concept is ~he Re~onai Water Qui~lity Ct~ntrol B~rd’s
23,1998 dccMon to remove ~ofuran horn the 303(d) lisb ~h~.re it had been
identified as Impairing a 30-~e se~tm of the Sacramento I~vcr. Only a mtmth
a~o, the Parameter ~ssessn~en~ Team declined to make the ~mt.
~e~ dear to us now that carbo~ur~ should not be d~sl~mated by (.nl[q,~l tu br
a parameter of ¢~ncern in the ~men~ ~ver or Delta, and .w~’ Vrt~gt~sv lhat
~rbofuran now be removed ~m ~e CalFed di~ussio~ ~f potential

" -More attention to the details of ~s process of listing paramctt’~ tff ctmcern
critical. We question wh~er CalFed should adw~ce ~ts wt)rk ahead ~,1
a~cncles who regulate wn~ quali~. Z~e U.S. ~iro~cntal l’r~tvvtk~n Agency
has a k)ng racord of basing t~s ac~on o~x a vast scope of lttcratun~, which
vary widely tn scicntlfic.q~lity and relevance to s~’tc-sp~ftc phobia.ms. In ahort.
onct. t~ water brady g~)e.s on r~ord as hnpaircd, or a ch~mlcal t’t~nstitucnt is
a~ causing ~hat {mpai~cnt, ~ a numeric ~e.ctl~e set, it can sc~ off a
leading to more fe~ulatk~n, no matter wl~at the original intuntion.
these cffort.~ can be an extr~ely difficult and ex~ns£vv task.

To su~aHze, we believe thief the. PA 1’ sht~uld M guldcd by the follt~wi,K
its discussions:
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A~y p~rametur of concern listing should have an appropfinte
C,,li~rnla r~gulatlons and ~ould be updated as th~se regulations

- Any numeric goal or objective should be bas~ in a federal
California regulation ac~ally ~pplicabfe to the region in ques~i.n.

. The CaWed parameter o~ ~n~m l~tin~ ~hould have some
CalFed goal.

The l~t of these tl~ree poin~ ~ critical. Many regulations exist t~ protect wa{er
quali~ ~nd benugicial uses, but not all of them have impa~l
ecos~stem.’rhus, ~e PAT ~hould delete ~rom It~ list of pam~ters
any ~t~ which It believes is not o~ consequen~ in m~ting th~ g~als ol Callk, d.
This merely allows the appropriate ~gula~ory ag~ci~ ~ conhm~e dr,lug their

apprecSable effect on the ~ta ~osystem. Those paef~ who believv new
are in oMer may conthuu ~ ~pose action to tht. appropriate regulatory
authortti~,

A~ain. we appreciate the opportunity to comment on the~e procet~tln~, nn, l
would be happy tL~ d~cus~ t~ m~er with you a~ ~s~y time.

Sin~ely,

CALIFOI~’IA IUCE 1NDUS~Y ASSOCIA’I’tON

(c/Manager, Governm~t and Member Affairs

c: CalFcd I’or~ctcr As~ssm~t Tcm~ members
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